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Role of Statistics in Social Science: reflections on 
evidence and action. 

Using education as an exemplar the talk will examine how evidence can be accumulated 

about social processes and what might be the status and role for such evidence in terms of 

policy.  

A common complaint whenever two or more social scientists get together is that their 

work is unfairly ignored/misunderstood/distorted or otherwise trashed, by policymakers – 

of whatever political hue. While this judgement on the policymakers may well be true – 

and I happen to believe that it does have substance – unless it is accompanied by an 

understanding of what drives the policymaking process it is in itself unlikely to change 

things for the better, although perhaps providing us social scientists with some catharsis. 

Using some case histories the talk will explore ways in which research, and researchers, 

might better integrate themselves into the policy making process and influence it, while at 

the same time maintaining their independence. The intention is to raise ideas for debate 

rather than seek to provide a set of solutions. 

Professor Harvey Goldstein is a chartered statistician, has been joint editor 
of the Royal Statistical Society's Journal, Series A, a member of the Society's 
Council and was awarded the Society's Guy medal on silver in 1998. He was 
elected a member of the International Statistical Institute in 1987, and a 
fellow of the British Academy in 1996. He was awarded an honorary 
doctorate by the Open University in 2001. 

His main research area is that of multilevel modelling: developing 
methodology, software and training materials. Another area is in educational 
assessment, and especially international comparisons. A third is that of 
performance indicators, especially national and international 'league tables'. 

He is currently visiting Professor at the Institute for Learning Sciences, 
Australian Catholic University, Brisbane and is Professor of Social Statistics at University of Bristol UK and 
the Centre for Multilevel Modelling. 

Date: Thursday, 29th January 2015 
Time:  2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Place: B Block, Level 2, Room B-240, QUT Kelvin Grove Campus 
RSVP: by 3pm Wednesday, 28th January to Wilhelmina Ramakers – wilhelmina.ramakers@qut.edu.au  
Enquiries: Prof Val Klenowski: val.klenowski@qut.edu.au     
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